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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, ML, UV, IC 

SUBJECT: BORDER DISPUTE BETWEEN MALI AND UPPER VOLTA 

1. DURING COURSE OF MEETING TODAY WITH IVORIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
USHER, I INQUIRED AS TO WHERE HE THOUGHT EVENTS WERE GOING IN THE 
BORDER WAR AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, GOIC HAD PLAYED IN ATTEMPTING 
TO MEDIATE. 

2. USHER WAS OF IMPRESSION TWO NATIONS HAD SIMPLY "SLID" INTO THE 
PRESENT SITUATION, NEITHER SIDE HAVING INTENDED OR EXPECTED TO 
HAVE HOSTILITIES. THERE IS ALWAYS A POTENTIAL FOR 

FIGHTING WHEN TWO ARMIES FACE EACH OTHER ACROSS A BORDER, HE 
ADDED. 

3. LONG BEFORE MATTERS BECAME AGGRAVTED, USHER SAID THAT PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET-BIGNY HAD BEEN ON THE PHONE TO THE TWO CHIEFS OF STATE 
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URGING CALM, AND HE HAD BEEN REASSURED AT THAT TIME. HOUPHOUET HAS 
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BEEN ON THE PHONE TO THEM AGAIN IN RECENT DAYS(EVEN THOUGH HE IS 
CURRENTLY TRAVELING IN NORTHWESTERN IVORY COAST) AND, ACCORDING TO 
USHER, HOUPHOUET IS RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTINGPRESIDENT EYADEMA OF 
TOGO TO OFFER HIMSELF AS A MEDIATOR. HOUPHOUET THOUGHT THIS 
WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO HIS OWN DIRECT INVOLVEMENT, SINCE UPPER 
VOLTA IS SUCH AN INTIMATE NEIGHBOR OF IVORY COAST, AND GOIC 
INTERVENTION MIGHT APPEAR LESS OBJECTIVE TO THE MALIANS. IN 
ADDITION, GOIC CONSIDERS EYADEMA TO BE REASONABLE IN SUCH 
MATTERS. IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY, USHER CONCLUDED, PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET WILL GET MORE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN MEDIATION 
EFFORTS. 

4. COMMENT: ONCE AGAIN, THE JUDICIOUS MIXTURE OF DIRECT AND 
INDIRECT INTERVENTION IN AN ISSUE DEMONSTRATES THE PRESIDENT S 
SAGACITY. SMITH 
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